
4290 Rice Street, Lihue, Kauai, Hawaii 96766 Phone: (808)245-6692 Fax: (808)246-1089 email: kedb@kedb.com

October 31, 2001

Ms. Magalie Roman Salas
Federal Communications Commission
445 12th Street SW
Washington, DC  20554

Re: Public Notice Seeking Comment on Loea Communications Corporation's
Petition for Rulemaking, RM 10288                                                              

Dear Ms. Salas:

This is in response to the Federal Communications Commission�s (�FCC�)
September 27, 2001, Public Notice seeking comment on Loea Communications Corporation�s
(�Loea�) Petition for Rulemaking.

The Kauai Economic Development Board (KEDB) consists of over 50 member
businesses, including more than 7,000 employees.  KEDB is a private, non-profit organization
and its purpose is to investigate potential areas of diversification and to work to create or
strengthen industries that can flourish on Kauai.  We fully support this petition, as we believe
that Loea has that potential and will be able to improve Kauai�s economy.

At KEDB, we are focused on stimulating the economic growth of Kaua�i,
especially in the high technology areas.  The high technology industry is fast growing on the
island, with over six companies and 62+ positions last year, and a projection of over seven
companies and 150+ positions this year.  These companies alone will require a high level of
connectivity in sometimes rural, suburban and urban areas that currently do not have such a
service.  Issuing service rules that make such service available is clearly in the public interest
because it will remove one of the main barriers that face these areas � access to the Information
Superhighway.
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Although what we have mentioned above is only a part of Loea�s petition, we
fully support all aspects of the petition, as bringing this type of technology to Kauai will enable
our island to attract high technology companies and also enhance the capabilities of the
companies already located here.

Thank you for the opportunity to comment on this petition.

Sincerely,

Kris Nakata
Executive Director


